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LEXICAL AND SEMANTIC FEATURES OF THE EXPRESSION OF ETHICAL
CONCEPTS IN THE KARAKALPAK LANGUAGE

NEKCUHYECKME U CEMAHTUHECKWE OCOBEHHOCTH BbIPAXEHWNA 3TUHECKKUX
KOHLUENTOB B KAPAKAIMAKCKOM A3bIKE

QORAQALPOQ TILIDA ETIK KONSEPTLARNING LEKSIK VA SEMANTIK
IFODALANISH XUSUSIYATLAR

Muratbaeva Umida Taumuratovna |
PhD student at Karakalpak State University

Annotatsiya

Lishbu magolada goraqalpog tiida elik gadnyatiarming leksik-semantik ifodasi fahlil givnadi, Ebik gadnyaliar
xalgning ma'navy dunyogarashi va madaniy xofirasining ajralmas gismi sifatida ko rilad!. Magolada elik gadnyatiarning 4l
afgall ifodalanishi etik feksix biniklar, frazeoclogizmiar, magoflar va metaforik vositalar misolida yorifladi. Qoragalpog
tifidagr efik tushunchalar semantik maydonlar asosida fasnifanadl va warning madaniy hamda kognifiv asosian ochib
beriladi. Shuningdek, wshbu gadrvatlarming ingliz tilidagi ifoda shaklfan bitan qivosiy tahili ham keltirfigan. Magola
lingvokufturologik va kognithv-semantik yondashuviar asosida yoziigan bo'lib, tishunostic va madanivatshunosiik
kesishmasida tahliin ifodalaydi

AHHOMAaUUR

B OgrHol cmamee SHERUSUDYEMCH MSKCUKO-CEMaHMUYECHDE ShiDaWeHUS IMUYSCKUX USHHOCMESU &
KEPEKANNaEKCKOM A3LIKE. SMUYECKUS USHHOOMU pECCMEMpUSaSRamcH K8k HeomBeMMAeMas uacmbs dyxosHoz0
MUPOEOIZNEHUR U KynemypHod naMemu Hapoda. B cmamee OCeeilsemcR SeIDEMEHUE 3MUYECKLX UsHRoCmed
nocpedcmeos A3LIKE HE NMOUMEDE IMUYeCKUX nexcuyeckux eduril hpa3ennosusMoes, Nochiosuyy & MemadopUYscKix
cpedcms. SMUUECKUE KORUENMA!l € KEpaKannakcHoM RIeKE KNSCCU@UUUDYHIMCR M0 CEeMEHMUYECKUM MOTAM,
[DACKDLISANITICA LY KYNMuMyDNEIE U KOSHUMUEHEE GCHOSh). Takwe mpeldcmasnero COSSHUMENLHOE Condcmasnerue C
OpMaEML  ERIDEREBHUR  AMUX  UesHocmed 8  aHedulCKOM  AseiKe.  CMAambeA  HANUCEHA HA  OCHOSE
NUHZS0RYTEMYDONOEUYSCHOE0 U KOBRUMUEHO-CEMaHMUYeCkozo modxodoe, U npedomaensem cobod aHanus Ha cmkike
RUHEBUCMURU U Ky ThMyDomasiy.

Abstract

This amicle analyzes the lexical-semaniic expression of ethical values in the Karaxalpak language. Eihical
values gre considered as an integral part of the spirfual wordview and culfural memory of the peopfe. The arficle
highlights the expression of ethical vaiues through language on the example of ethical lexical unils, phraseoicgisms,
proverts and mefaphoncal means. Ethical concepts in the Karaxalpak language are classified based on semantic fields,
and their culfural and cognilive foundstions are reveasled A comparative analysis of these values with forms of
expression in English is also presented The article is written on the basis of inguo-cuffurofogical and cognifive semaniic
sporosaches, and represents an analysis at the infersection of inguwistics and cuifural studies.

Kalit so‘zlar: efiv gadnyatlar, goragaipog G, leksik-semantic tahlil, frazeologizmiar, maqgoliar, konsept,
lingvokuiturologiya, kognitiv semantika, madaniy xofira, semantik maydon.

Knwyeskie CA0Ed: IMUYECHUS UEHHOCMILU, KSPSKANNAKCKUD A3BK, NEACUKO-CEMaHMUYLSCKUD 8HaMU3,
pa3e0TosUaMEl, NOCAOSULIKL!, KOHUSTM, NUHSECKYNLMYDONGEUR, KOSHUMUBHER CEMaNMUKE, KyNemypHas MaMAms,
CEeMaHMUYECKoe MaMe.

Key words: ethical valtes, warakalpak (anouage, lexical-semantic analysis. phrasealogisms, proverhs, concapt,
linguo-culturology, cognitive semantics, culfural memory, semantic field.

INTRODUCTION
The lexical and semantic peculianties of expressing ethical concepts in  Karakalpak
language. It investigates the core vocabulary reflecting moral and ethical values and examines how
cultural, histonical, and social factors shape the semantics of ethical terms. Using descnptive,
comparative, and semantic analysis, the study identifies key lexical fields and semantic groups
relevant to the ethical worldview embedded in Karakalpak culture. The findings contribute to
broader research on linguistic conceptualization and culiural semantics.
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Ethical concepts constitute an essential component of a nation's worldview, playing a
pivotal role in shaping human behavior, social relationships, and cultural identity [2; 19] In
Karakalpak language, such concepts are deeply rooted in historical traditions, collective
consciousness, and oral folklore which their expression through language offers unique insights
into the moral fabric of Karakalpak society. This study aims to analyze the lexical and semantic
charactenstics of ethical concepts in Karakalpak language, focusing on their structural, cognifive,
and cultural dimensions. It seeks to answer the following research questions:

1. What are the main ethical concepts reflected in the Karakalpak lexican?

2. How are these concepts semantically structured?

3. What cultural and contextual elements influence their usage?

LITERATURE REVIEW AND METHODOLOGY

The research is grounded in cognitive linguistics and ethnolinguistics, particularly drawing
on the theory of linguistic worldview (Weltanschauung), the conceptual metaphor theory (Lakoff &
Johnson, 1980), and the cultural-semantic field theory (Apresyan, 1985) [7; 78.]. Ethical concepts
are seen as mental representations encoded in language and influenced by cultural expenence.
The national language is a fundamental means of expressing a people’s spiritual worldview,
historical memory, and system of values. A nation's moral values, social norms, and spirtual-
ethical standards are conveyed through language and passed down from generation to generation.
The Karakalpak people possess a rich set of ethical values, deeply reflected in the linguistic units
of their native language. This article analyzes the lexical units that express ethical values in the
Karakalpak language, examines their semantic structures, and studies them from a linguistic
perspective_ [6; 12]

The term ethical concept refers to socio-spintual principles based on moral norms,
accepted by society and firmly rooted in culture. Among these are key concepts such as honesty,
conscience, justice, purity, loyalty, patience, respect, and devotion. Language serves as the
primary medium for the vitality and cultural formation of these wvalues. In linguistics, such
phenomena are studied through the perspectives of linguoculturclogy, cognitive semantics, and
conceptual analysis [1; 10]. In the Karakalpak language, ethical values are expressed through
numercus phraseclogical units, proverbs, synonyms, and metaphors.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

When it comes lexical units expressing ethical values in the Karakalpak Language, ethical
values are represented through the following main lexical groups:

a) Words Denoting Moral Concepts: ar-namis — Honor, dignity, sense of shame; uyat — A
feeling of social disapproval or guilt for inappropriate behavior, sabr — A concept expressing
patience and willpower, halallig — A sign of purity and integrity, hu rmet — Recognition of human
worth, respect.

b} Expression Through Phraseologisms:

Qara galpiraw — To feel uncomfortable, to blush from shame;

Kewill ashig — To be open-hearted, sincere.

Gazep atina miniw- to feel angry.

¢} Expression Through Proverbs:

Ar — adamnin korki (*Honor is a person’s adornment”).

Adamgershiliktin jagsisi—jasilkendi siylaw (A sign of human decency is to respect
elders™).

Olimnen uyat kishli ("Shame is stronger than death”) [4: 7.11.].

These proverbs and idiomatic expressions reflect the cultural encoding of moral standards
and social expectations through language.

Ethical values in the Karakalpak language are semantically grouped as follows:

*Positive wvalue - Halalhg, sabir, uyat, namis, hurmet, arh (honesty, patience,
shame/modesty, dignity, respect, honorable).

*Megative value (anfithesis): Namussiz, uyatsiz, kbrmegen, arsiz (dishonorable, shameless,
uncultured, impudent).
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The aforementioned words are often emotionally charged and have strong pragmatic
influence in context Metaphorical expressions also play an important rale in expressing these
values. For example, "jiregi aq" ("white heart”) metaphorically represents sincerity and purity.

In Karakalpak oral traditions—epics, legends, proverbs, and wise sayings—ethical values
hold a central position. These values are not only expressed through language but also preserved
in cognitive memory. An ethical concept is a moral model formed in the mind through language. In
the Karakalpak language, values such as or (honor), namus (dignity), and uyat {shame/modesty)
create a unique conceptual domain. Through them, human behavior, societal norms, and spiritual
life become interconnected. These values correspond to English terms such as honour, shame,
and conscience, but they are not fully equivalent, as each language expresses these values based
on its own cultural standards. [3; 45]

In the Karakalpak lexicon, a number of key ethical values are expressed through both
abstract nouns and concrete lexical items. Among the most salient concepts are: ar / namis —
Honor, dignity, ayat — Shame, modesty, adal — Honesty, rightecusness, gadir — Respect, value,
sabr — Patience, shapagat — Compassion. These concepts are not merely abstract notions; they
are encoded In everyday language and are central to the Karakalpak ethical worldview. For
example, the word "ayat" carmes a broader semantic field than its English counterpart "shame” or
"modesty”, as it encompasses cultural expectations about behavior, especially for women, and
social norms related to honor.

Let's look at semantic fields and lexical structures, ethical concepts in Karakalpak tend to
form tightly-knit semantic fields. For instance, the field of "social responsibility” includes such
lexemes as adal sabr, and jawapkérshilik (responsibility). These terms often co-occur in
proverbial expressions, reinforcing moral teachings.

Examples of proverb usage:

s+ "Uyat — adammin gorgani.” — Shame i1s a person’s shield.

s+ "Adal bolgan - haligga jaqin boladi.” — He who is honest is close to the people.

+ "Sabr etken — muratga jetken.” — Patience leads to success.

These proverbs illustrate how ethical lexemes form stable collocations and gain additional
connotative meanings through traditional usage

When Cultural and Contextual Influences are taken into account Karakalpak ethical
vocabulary reflecis the socio-cultural context in which it developed — a nomadic, clan-based
society with strong communal ties and honor-based values. The lexicon emphasizes collective
well-being, loyalty, and interpersonal respect. For example, namis (honor) is not only an individual
trait but also a reflection of family or tnbal reputation. Dishonorable behavior is viewed as a
disgrace to the broader kinship network, illustrating the collectivist orientation of Karakalpak ethics.

In addition, religious influence (Islam) has reinforced ethical values such as shapagat
{mercy), sabr (patience), and adal (honesty). These terms often appear in Islamic discourse,
prayers, and religious teachings, thereby gaining spiritual significance [5; 19 ]

Compared with other Turkic languages, Karakalpak displays both commonaliies and
unigue features in expressing ethical concepts. The root "adal"™ (honest) is shared across Turkic
languages, but in Karakalpak, it often bears stronger social connotations tied to leadership and
public trust. Furthermore, certain concepts like "namis” are semantically richer in Karakalpak due
to oral literary traditions, such as the zhyrau (epic poetry) genre, where heroes are evaluated not
only by physical strength but by ethical virtues.

CONCLUSION

The Karakalpak language encapsulates a rich tapestry of ethical concepts that reflect its
cultural, historical, and spintual heritage. Lexical tems such as dyat, namis, adal, and sabr
function as carriers of moral values and social norms. Their semantic structure reveals a deep
connection between language, thought, and cultural identity. This study highlights the importance
of analyzing ethical terminology as a means of understanding national worldview and cultural
semantics. Future research may focus on diachronic changes in ethical lexicon, generational
differences in usage, and cross-cultural comparnisons with non-Turkic languages. Ethical values in
the Karakalpak language are nichly expressed through the semantic system of the language. They
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reflect the historical, spirtual, and social experiences of the people. Lexical-semantic analysis
reveals the scope, semantic shifts, and cultural characteristics of these values.

In conclusion, the article demonstrates that at the intersection of linguistics and cultural studies,
ethical values should be examined not only as linguistic units but also as elements of cultural
memaory_ This is of great importance for a deeper understanding of the language and for preserving
the spiritual heritage embedded in the consciousness of the people.
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