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THE HISTORY OF ARGOTS’ ORIGIN IN ENGLISH SPEAKING COUNTRIES, RUSSIAN
AND UZBEKISTAN

ARGONING INGLIZ TILIDA SO ZLASHUVCHI DAVLATLAR, ROSSIYA VA
O'ZBEKISTONDAGI KELIB CHIQISH TARIXI

MCTOPUA NPOMUCXOXAOEHWUA APTO B AHIMOA3bIYHbIX CTPAHAX, POCCUM U
Y3BEKMCTAHE

Xolmatov Shaxriyor Zoxidjon o'g‘li
Fargona daviat universiteti, Amaliy ingliz tili kafedrasi o gituvchisi

Abstract

This arficle explores the genesis and evolulion of amgol, 8 specialized form of language used primardly by
cnminal and marginalized groups for covert communication. The study fraces the origins of argol from the 15th centfury,
starting with its early forms such as rofwelsch in Europe and cant in Britain. [t examines the development of criming/
slang as it spread throogh Europe, parficularly in Brfain and its colonies, including Australia, and later infiuenced other
regions such as Russia and Uzbekistan The research highliohts how argol evafved from 8 secrefive communication foo!
used by criminals info the broader phenomenon of slang, influencing everyday language. The arlicle emphasizes the
refgtionship belween fanguage and sociely, ilustrafing how socio-economic and political conditions shape the
development of ciminal language.

Annotatsiya

Ushbu magofa argot (maxfly fil) ning kelib chigishi va nvailanishini o'rganadi. Bu bl asosan jinoyatkoriar va
Jjamiyatdan chetga chigib ketgan guruhiar fomonidan yashinn mulogaot uchun ishialifadi. Tadgigol argolning 15-asndan
boshlab mvaflamshind, avval rotwelsch filining Yevropada, so'ngra Brifaniyada cant kabi dastiabsi shakifanni korsataal
Jinoyat fargonining rvoilanishi, aynigsa Britaniya va uning musfamfakalanda, shu jumifadan Avsiralivada, shuningdefk,
Rossiva va Ozbekislon kabi mintaqalargs ganday tarqalganini fakiil gifadi. Tadgigol - argotning finoyatchilar tomonidan
maxty aloga vositasi sifatida ishlatiiganidan, kengroq slang fenomeniga ganday ayianganini va kundalik nutgni ganday
la'sir gilganini korsatadi. Magola, G va jamival o'iasidagi munosabatnr ta'kidlah, jamivatdagi ftimoiy-ighisodiy va siyosiy
sharoditfarning jinoyat tilining rivojfanishiga ganday ta'sir ko'rsafishini ko'rsatadi

AHHOMALUR

B cmamee pIECCMEMPUSsHMcA npoucxowdeHye U 380MOUUR 8020 — CREUUEnUILpoBaNHOS0 S3biKE,
UCTONEIVEMoSD & OCHOEHOM NPECMYNHLIMY U MapeuHansHoiMy spynnamuy OnA cipoimosoe obiyesur. HocnedosaHue
npocnexUesem Ucmoky apeo ¢ XV 8exa, HEYUNER © 820 DaHHUY DOpDM, Makux Kax pOmeenkil & Eepone U KeHm &
Bpumaruy. B cmames PacCMaEMDUEIemcd Dazeumue NPecmynHo20 ¥apeoHa, Komopell pachpocmpaHuncs no
Egporne, ocoferHo 8 Boumanuy U e€ KOMoHURY, eXNYaR Aecmpanurs, 8 JameM OKE38T eNUAHUS HE MEKLE DeSUoHE!
kak Poccus u ¥a8ewucman. MoocnedosaHue nofdyepkuaaem, KaK 8020 3E0MFUUOHUDOEEN U3 UHCMOYMEHME CEDLIMOa0
oBLUEHUA npecmynsukos e Oonee wupostl cheHoMEH CcReHs2a, &nuAR Ha noscednesHull A3k, B cmambe
AKUEHMUDYEMCA EHUMEHUE H&a S38UMGCERIU  Mewdy F3nkoM o oflecmeoM, [OKaskIgad, KaK COUUATBHO-
IKOHOMUYECKUE U TONUMULYECKUS YCRDSUR QOoMUDIHIT DE3SUMUE MOSCMYTHOED ASRIKG,

Key words: Amgot Cnminal siang, Evolution of language, Secret fangusges. History of argof, Linguistic
subcultures, Social identity, Marginalized groups, Brtish cant, Rlotwelsch

Kalit so'zlar: Argot, jinoy jargon, B evolyutsivasi maxfy Gllar, argol tarixi, fingvistik subkutturalar, ifimoiy oZiga
xosiik, marginalfashgan guruhiar, Britaniya kenti, Rotvelsh

Kmoveekie clioea: apso, VEONosHell Cless, 380MOULA R3bKE. Malkkie ASRIKY, UCMODUR 8020, RILIHOSLE
cyGRyMBMyDs, COUUENEHER UOSHMUYHOCTE, MapeUHaRUILD0EaHHbE E0VTINL!, BRUmAaHcKUl ¥ape0H, COmMeansly

INTRODUCTION
In society, language often serves as a powerful marker of identity, distinguishing groups of
people based on various factors such as profession, education, age, and social status. One
particularly intriguing subset of language is argot, a specialized form of communication used by
marginalized or criminal groups. This form of language evolves in parallel with the broader society,
often shaped by the socic-economic and political conditions of its time. The study of argot has
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become a focal point in linguistics, particularly within the realm of sociolinguistics, as researchers
examine how language reflects the subcultures of society. This article explores the origins and
development of argot, its use across different regions, and its impact on both criminal communities
and broader linguistic systems.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The study of argot, a specialized form of language used by marginalized and criminal
groups, has garnered increasing interest among linguists, sociologists, and historians. The
evolving nature of argot—shaped by social, political, and economic conditicns—provides insight
into the ways in which language serves as both a tool for secrecy and a marker of social identity.
This literature review examines key contributions to the study of argot, focusing on its historical
development, regional vanations, and its impact on broader linguistic systems.

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF ARGOT

The origins of argot can be traced back to medieval Europe, with significant documentation
emerging during the 15th century. The term rofwelfsch, a form of criminal argot used by beggars
and outcasts, 15 often cited as one of the earliest examples of argot in Europe. Rafwelsch
developed from a mixture of Germanic, Romance, and Jewish languages, demonstrating the
linguistic blending that often characterizes criminal vernaculars [17:190] This hybnd language
allowed individuals engaged in illicit activities to communicate covertly, avoiding detection by the
general public and law enforcement Studies by Goetze have further explored the linguistic
features of rotwelsch, noting its reliance on re-lexicalization and inversion of standard words, as
well as its ability to disguise meaning in everyday speech. [5:36-45]

In Britain, the development of criminal slang is particularly well-documented in the form of
cant, a term for the criminal dialect used in the 16th century. Cant is denved from the Insh word
caint (speech) and the Latin cantare (to sing), and was initially used to mock clergymen before
evolving into a distinct language for ciminals [4.220]. The expansion of criminal groups in Brtain
during times of social unrest, such as the rise in unemployment and the spread of epidemics in the
1500s, led to the spread of cant and other forms of argot across the country [15:332]. By the 19th
century, terms like cant had evolved into more generalized forms of informal speech, leading to the
emergence of slang, which replaced the more specialized cnminal lexicons [20:120-125].

The Global Spread of Argot: From Britain to its Colonies

As the British Empire expanded, so too did its criminal lexicon. In Australia, for instance, the
use of flash, a term dernived from British argot, became prominent in the early 19th century. The
Flash Dictionary, compiled by James Hardy, recorded a wide range of cniminal terms that were part
of the growing vernacular among convicts and cnminals. Scholars such as Bermard have argued
that the use of flash in Australia served as a way for criminals to maintain their identity and resist
the surveillance of colonial authorities_ [3:78] The linguistic evolution of cnminal speech in Australia
mirrored the broader social dynamics of the time, where the expansion of the convict population
and the harsh conditions of penal colonies gave nse o distinct forms of communication within the
criminal underworld.

The spread of British argot to other parts of the world, including North America and Africa,
also played a significant role in shaping the development of criminal slang. In Canada, for example,
the influence of Brtish cniminal dialects can be traced in early colonial records, particularly among
Indigenous peoples and settler communities who used the language to negotiate social hierarchies
and maintain contral over their respective group.[13:36] Similarly, in South Africa, the introduction
of British criminal slang was adapted and merged with local languages, resulting in unique forms of
argot that reflected the socio-poliical environment of apartheid [23:220]

REGIONAL VARIATIONS: RUSSIA AND UZBEKISTAN
The development of argot in Russia provides an interesting case study in the interaction between
linguistic systems and social structures. Criminal slang in Russia began to take shape during the
19th century, particularly in prison communities. Dialects such as Alaman, Lamansky, and
Galiveniyan were created as a means of communication among criminals and prisoners, serving to
distinguish them from the rest of society. These dialects were influenced by a range of factors,
including the complex socio-political environment of the Russian Empire and the heterogeneous
nature of the prison population. The interaction between Russian, Ukrainian, and other regional
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languages contributed to the formation of these criminal dialects, which became integral to the
socialization of individuals within the criminal world. [14:112]

In Uzbekistan, the development of argot is less well-documented but is similarly rooted in the
prison system under Russian rule. As in Russia, the harsh conditions of imprisonment and the
Russian colonial presence in Central Asia fostered the creation of a distinct form of cnminal
language. Early examples of cnminal slang in Uzbekistan include terms like cho'rt (beggar) and
mujik (peasant), which reflect the early stages of argot in the region [21:354] However, unlike in
Russia, Uzbek argot did not fully evolve inio a comprehensive system of communication due to
factors such as the varied composition of the prison population and the significant influence of

Russian vocabulary [21:434].

METHODS

This study is based on a historical and linguistic analysis of the evolution of argot in Europe,
Russia, and Uzbekistan. Primary sources, including early glossaries of cnminal language, legal
documents, and literary works from the 15th century onwards, were reviewed to track the
emergence and spread of argot. Comparative studies of the development of criminal slang in
different regions, especially the influence of British argot on other English-speaking countries, such
as Australia, were also examined. The research draws on both historical records and linguistic
analysis to understand how argot evolved over time in response to changing social conditions.

RESULTS

Argot as a distinctive form of language traces its ongins to the 15th century in Europe,
particularly in regions where criminal activity was prevalent. Early examples of argot, such as the
"rotwelsch” used by beggars, emerged from the linguistic interaction between Yiddish, Romance
languages, and Germanic tongues. [12:133] This vernacular was developed primarily as a teol for
covert communication among caminals, allowing them to evade detection by law enforcement and
the broader public.

The first known instance of cnminal language in Britain is the term cant, which originated in

the 1530s, derived from the Irish word "caint” (speech) and the Latin "cantare” (to sing).[24] This
secret language, initially used by beggars and cniminals to mock clergymen, grew into a more
complex system as the criminal classes expanded The development of criminal language was
further propelled by the social upheaval in Britain during the 1500s, including nsing unemployment
and epidemics, which created a fertile environment for the growth of criminal subcultures.
As the ciminal underworld expanded in Britain and its colonies, new criminal terminclogies
emerged. For example, in Australia, the expansion of the convict population in the early 19th
century led to the spread of British criminal slang, known as ffash, which evolved from earlier terms
like cant and rofwelsch[17:180] This slang became a key feature of the cnminal dialect in
Australia, used to distinguish criminals from the general population and to evade government
surveillance. The Flash Diclionary, a significant compilation of criminal terms, documented this
development. [9]

By the 19th century, terms like cant and flash had evolved into more generalized forms of
informal speech, giving rise to the broader concept of slang. The word slang, believed to be
derived from the Scandinavian term "slenge” (to throw away or discard), eventually replaced the
more specific terms associated with cnminal speech, reflecting a shift in the social function of such
language.

The development of argot was not limited to Europe. In Russia, cnminal slang began to
take shape in the 1840s and 1850s, with dialects such as Alaman, Lamanskiy, and Galivoniyan
emerging among prisoners and cniminals. These dialects served as a tool for socialization within
the criminal classes and as a means of distinction from the mainstream society. In Uzbekistan, the
development of argot followed a similar trajectory, emerging in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries as a response to the harsh conditions of imprisonment under Russian rule. The criminal
lexicon in Uzbekistan included terms like “cho‘rt” and “mujik” reflecting the early criminal
vocabulary in the region.

Despite its emergence, argot in Uzbekistan did not evolve into a fully developed linguistic
system due to factors such as the heterogeneous nature of the prison population and the influence
of Russian vocabulary. However, it was clear that the cniminal argot in Uzbekistan was shaped by
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the broader histoncal context, including colonial repression and the establishment of new forms of
punishment.
DISCUSSION

The evolution of argot across different regions reflects its role as a linguistic manifestation
of subcultures marginalized by mainstream society_ In its early forms, argot served as a means of
covert communication among criminals, enabling them to evade detection and maintain a sense of
unity within their groups. The growth of criminal communities, whether in Europe, Russia, or
Uzbekistan, played a crucial role in the development and spread of these specialized languages.
Argot also illustrates the dynamic relationship between language and society. As criminal activity
became more organized and widespread, so too did the complexity and reach of cnminal
language. Owver time, argot transformed from a tool of secrecy into a broader cultural phenomenon,
influencing not just criminal subcultures but also the informal language of the general public. This
transition is particularly evident in the development of slang, which, while still rooted in the criminal
lexicon, eveniually became a common feature of everyday speech.

Based on above discussion, the history of argot is deeply intertwined with the socio-paolitical
conditions of its time._ It serves as a reflection of the social structures that gave rise to criminal
subcultures and their distinct ways of communication. The develepment of argot, both in Europe
and beyond, highlights how language can evolve as a response to social, economic, and political
changes, providing insight into the hidden worlds of those who live on the margins of society.

CONCLUSION

Argot is not merely a linguistic cuniosity but a vital component of cniminal subcultures,
offering a window into the social dynamics of marginalized groups. From its roots in medieval
Europe to its evolution in the British colonies and beyond, the development of argot underscores
the role of language in shaping identity, survival, and distinction in society. The study of argot
reveals the intricate ways in which language functions as both a tool of secrecy and a marker of
social affiliation, demonstrating how subcultures use language to navigate the complexities of their
environment. Understanding the evolution of argot contributes to our broader comprehension of
language as a living, evolving phenomencn shaped by the forces of history and society.
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