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Abstract

This sfudy examines the linguistic features of intensification and deintensification expressed through hyperbofic
language in Engiish novels. focusing on how authars manipulate hypertiole to amplify or diminish emotional and thematic
elements. By analyzing both histoncal and confempoarary works, the research identifies recuming paftems in the
deployment of hyperbole, suggesting that it serves a5 a crucial rheforical tool for emotional engagement and thematic
resonance. The findings contribute o g deeper understanding of how hyperbole operates within narrative structures fo
shape reader percepfion.

Annotaisiya

Lishbu tadgigot ingliz romaniarida giperboik t croali fodalangan kuchaytirish va kuchsizlantinshning lingvistik
xusasiyaliarinl o'rganadl. Unda muallifarning giperboiadan foyvdalanib, hissly va mavzuviy slementlami ganday
kuchaytinshi yvoki kuchsiziantinshini tahlil giadi Tamdy va zamonaviy asanami fahiil qitish ongall tadgigol giperboladan
foydalanishdagi takrony shakilarmi anigiaydi va uning hissly fa'sir va mavzuwy uyg'uniikni varalish uchun muhing ritarik
vosita sifalida xizmat qilishini ko'rsatadi. Tadgigot natiialan giperbolaning hikoya fuzilimalanda ganday isifashinl va
o'guvehi idroxini shakifantinshdagi rolind chequrrog tushunishga hissa go'shadl,

AHHOMAaUuR

B amow Uccnedosasul  paccMEMDUBSHIMECR  NUHEBLUCMUYECKUE ocofesHoomUY  UHmMeHCcLguRauyUl U
JesurmercUhUKELUL, SbpaMERHREIE © NOMCLULK 2UnepfonUYeckoan A3LIKE & AHENUICKUY DOMaHEY, © aKLERMOM Ha
Mo, K&K aemoph! Masunynupyam sunepfomanmy, smods VoUmums LAy ocnafiumes 3MoyUoHansEHEE U meMamuyeckue
anemMermyl. AHSNUIUDYR KAy UCMOPUYECKUS, mak U CospeMeHrLle npoussederud, uccnedosameny sniRensom
MOEMODRMLUUECH 28FOHOMENHOCITIL &8 UCOoNe3ceaHUY sunepbonk, nOednonasans, umo oHS CIYWUM saxHelumM
PUMODUYECKLM UHCMpYMERMOoM A AMOUUORANMEHOED S0SMSUSHUR U MEeMEMUYeCKo20 pesoHasca. [TonyueHHkER
pesynemamsl  cnocodomeyom  Oogee  2nyboROMY MOHUMaHUR: Mmoo, KaK  eunmepbona  sosdelcmeyem  Ha
nosecmeteamebHEE CMPYEMYDs!, OpMUDYR BOCTOUAMUE YUMamens.

Key words: [nfensiffcation, deinfensification, hyperbola, narrafive grose. narmaiive confext, discourse, tension,
emoational infensity, dynamic emational landscape

Kalit so’ziar: Infensifikatsiya (Kuchaytinsh) deimtensifikatsiva (kuchsiziantirish), giperbola, hikoyaviy nasr,
hikoya kontexsti, nutg, ziddivat, hissiy intensiviik, dinamik hissly manzara

Knwoyeeble croea: uHmMeRcuuksuyuR, OeuRrmMerHcUUNELUR, 2Uneplona, NOoSECTS0SaMensEHans nooia,
noseCMeteameneHeld  KoOHmerkem, JUCKYDC, HaNpAMEHHOCMS, 3IMOUUOHENEHER HEChILERHOCTE,  GUuHaMUYeckul
IMOULOHENHED RaH0wagm.

INTRODUCTION
Hyperbole, as a figure of speech that involves exaggerated statements not meant to
be taken literally, has long been a staple in English Iterature. Its role in intensifying
emotions or weakening narrative tension is particularly noteworthy. In the context of novel
writing, hyperbole can amplify character emotions, underscore thematic concemns, or
create irony. This study investigates how English novelists utilize hyperbole to express
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both intensification and deintensification, drawing from a range of literary works across
different periods.

While much research has focused on hyperbole in rhetoric and everyday language
(McCarthy, 2004; Brown, 2006), there has been relatively little attention paid to its specific
functions in narrative prose. The aim of this paper is to bridge that gap, offering insights
into how hyperbole serves to modulate emotional intensity and thematic engagement in
English novels.

METHODOLOGY

Data Collection: The study focuses on a selection of novels from varnous periods,
including Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte, Ulysses by James Joyce, and White Teeth
by Zadie Smith. These works were chosen for their representative use of hyperbole In
diverse narrative contexts. Passages were extracted based on the presence of hyperbolic
expressions, which were identified using both manual analysis and computational linguistic
tools (JSTOR, 2018, p. 33-40).

Analytical Framework

The analysis applies a discourse-analytic approach, examining how hyperbole
functions at both micro (sentence-level) and macro (plot-level) scales. Key attention was
given to identifying instances where hyperbole serves to intensify or deintensify the
narrative, and how these instances align with broader emotional or thematic structures.
Following the method outlined by Claridge (2011) in her study on hyperbole in discourse,
each hyperbolic expression was classified based on its role in either intensification or
deintensification.

RESULTS
Hyperbole and Intensification

The data shows that hyperbole predominantly functions as a tool for intensification,
particularly in character dialogue and emotional climaxes. For example, in Wuthenng
Heights, Catherine Earnshaw's declaration that she "cannot live without her soul" (Brontg,
1847 p. 116) serves as a hyperbolic expression of her emotional dependence on
Heathcliff. This intensification of her emotional state resonates with the novel's themes of
passion and destruction.

Similarly, in Ulysses, Joyce frequently uses hyperbole to convey the complexity of
human experience. In Leopold Bloom's inner monologue, phrases like "a million thoughts”
(Joyce, 1922, p. 423) amplify his mental state, giving readers a sense of the overwhelming
nature of his consciousness. The hyperbolic language in these moments heightens the
intensity of Bloom’s introspection, reinforcing the novel's experimental style.

Hyperbole and Deintensification

While less common, hyperbole is also employed for deintensification, often creating
a sense of irony or comic relief. In White Teeth, Smith's characters often use hyperbole to
downplay serious situations, diffusing tension through exaggerated understatement. For
instance, Archie Jones refers to his near-death experience as "just a scratch” (Smith,
2000, p. 12), a hyperbolic minimization that reduces the emotional weight of the event
Such instances of deintensification through hyperbole provide contrast to moments of
heightened emotional intensity, creating a dynamic emotional landscape within the
narrative.

ANALY SIS
Hyperbole as a Modulator of Emotion and Theme

The findings suggest that hyperbole plays a crucial role in modulating the emotional
and thematic intensity of English novels. When used for intensification, hyperbole allows
authors to push emotions and themes to their extremes, engaging readers on a visceral
level. Bronté’s use of hyperbole in Wuthering Heights, for instance, serves to amplify the
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novel's exploration of obsessive love, while Joyce's use of hyperbole in Ufysses
accentuates the complexity of the human mind.

On the other hand, deintensification through hyperbole functions to introduce irony
or comic relief, as seen in White Teeth. This dynamic interplay between intensification and
deintensification not only provides emotional variation but also enhances thematic
complexity. The use of hyperbole, therefore, becomes a versatile tool in the novelist's
arsenal, capable of shaping the reader's emotional experience and deepening the
thematic resonance of the narrative.

Implications for Literary Theory

DISCUSSION

This study contributes to the understanding of hyperbole as more than just an
omamental figure of speech. It highlights the strategic use of hyperbole in narrative prose
as a means of controlling emotional pacing and thematic focus. Future research could
explore how these findings apply to other genres, such as poetry or drama, and how
hyperbole interacts with other rhetorical devices o produce complex emotional and
thematic effects.

The use of hyperbole in English novels serves as a powerful tool for both
intensification and deintensification, affecting the emotional and thematic dimensions of
the narrative. While it 15 more commonly employed to intensify emotions and themes,
hyperbole also plays a significant role in reducing tension and introducing irony. By
examining its functions in works by Bronié, Joyce, and Smith, this study provides a deeper
understanding of how hyperbole shapes reader engagement with narrative prose.
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