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MIFONIMLARNING LEKSIK-STRUKTURAL XUSUSIYATLARI
NEKCHUKO-CTPYKTYPHBIE OCOBEHHOCTH MU®OHUMOB

Abduolimova Maftunaxon Nurulloxon qizi « -
Ingliz tili va adabiyoti amally ingliz till kafedrasi o'qituvchisi, FarDU

Abstract

Mythonyms are a ferm infroduced to refer to words demved from or related fo myths that play a rofe in the study
of myths and narratives. This article analyzes the fexical and structural features of mythonyms, their orgin, change and
influence an modern language Quantifative and gualitative analysis kas been used to study the structure of mythonyms
from ciassical and modern sources using 8 mixed method approach. Mythonyms share common feafures such as
mefaphor and symbaolism, which offen refiect the cuftural confext of thelr use. This article also highlights the sfruciural
variabilify of mythanyms. from related names o adiectives. and their rofe in enriching language. These concepts help to
understand how myths affect language and perceplion, are a valughle resource for inguistics and literary shidies

Annotatsiya

Mifonimiar, afsonalardan kelib chiggan yok wiar bilan boglig boigan so'zlama ishora qiish tchun kintigan
atama bo'lib, war afsona va nvoyatiarnl organishda rol o'ynaydi. Ushbu magolfada mifonimiaring leksik va farkibiy
Xususivaliaring, wlarning keiib chigishi, ozganshi va zamaonaviy tiiga fa'sinni fahiil qiingan. Aralash usuili yondashundan
foydalanit, klassik va zamonaviy manbalardan oltngan mifonimiar wziishini o'mganish uchun migdony va sifat tahlifan
qoitaniigan. Mifonimiar mefafora va ramziy mano kabi umumiy Xususivallarga ega bo'lib, war ko'pincha wlardan
foydalanishning madaniy kontekstini aks ettirasdi Ushbu magola shuningdek, tegishil ismiardan sifatlarga gadar
mitonimiarning farkibiy o zgaruvehaniigind va ularning tilni boyitishdagi rofini ta'kidfaydi. Ushby tushunchalar afsanalaming
It va idrokka ganday ta'sir gilishini tushunishgs yvordam beradi. fingvishik va adabiyotshunosiik uchun gimmath manba
hisoblanadi.

AHHOmMAaUUAR

MughosUME-3mo mepMuy, esedeqssd dng oloIHaueHus oo, MOOUCXOORILLY UZ MUBoe LMY CERIAHHRIX ©
HUMU, KOTGDLIS UZDEM DOk & UaYYeRUY Mughos U mosecmisoeakud. B Jankol cmamee GHanuaupyiomcs Nercuko-
CIOVKMYDHLE 0CoBeHHOCMIY MUOHUMOS, UX npoucxowdesus, mpaHciopMaUUR U EAURHUE HE COSPEMENHLIT REsK
KorudecmeerHell U KaYECmeeHHall aHANUZ RPUMEHANCA GA USYYEHUR CMpYRMyDE! MUGOHUMOS U3 KISCCUYeckuy U
COBDEeMEeHHEIX UCMOUHUNoE C UCRONL30eaHteM CMellanHoeo Memoduveckoza nodxoda. Mughonume! umerm obLuue
XapaxmepucmuKy, maKue Kax Memagiopsl U CUMSOME. KOMODLIS YECMO OMDPEXaiim KyMemyDHs! KOHMSKCTT ukX
Ucnons3oesHuR. B amol cmamee makwe noduspkussemcA  CMPYKMyDHER  USMERYUEOCME  MUDOHUMOS  om
COBCMEEHHLIX CYLUECMBUMENaHEL G0 POUNSEaMENsHbIX U X pOTe & 00088LWEHUL A3RIKE. MU KORUETLLL TOMOS8 KT
MOHAMb, K&K MUgbl SNUAKM HE ASkIK U SOCHDURMUS, U ASARKMCH (EHHLIM pecyDCcoM 4nA MUHESUCMUYECKUY U
numepamypHslx Uccnedosarud

Key words: mythonyms, lexical features, struciural features, metaphor, myth, language. symbolism, culfural
context

Kalit so'zlar: mifonimiar, leksik xususiyvatiar, farkibly xususiyaflar, metafora, afsona, bl ramziylik, madaniy
kontekst.

Kntoyeekie cmoea: MU@oHUME!, MERCUYECKUe oCofeRROCMIL, CMOVEMYDHEE ocofeHHocmy, Memadghaoa, MU,
A3kiK, CUMSORLKE, KYILMYOHLIT KOHMEeCm

INTRODUCTION
Mythonyms, or words derived from mythological sources, are an essential aspect of
language and literature. These words reflect the deep connection between mythology and human
culture, encapsulating the symbolic and metaphorical dimensions of mythological tales in everyday
language. The lexical and structural features of mythonyms are crucial to understanding how
myths continue to shape contemporary fanguage, not just as historical artifacts but as living
elements that evolve with culture and context.
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The term "mythonym” is used to describe words that oniginate from mythological characters,
places, events, or narratives. Such words can take various forms: proper names, adjectives, verbs,
or even concepts that resonate with mythological significance. From the Greek gods and heroes to
modern adaptations in lterature, media, and even scientific nomenclature, mythonyms serve as
powerful cultural markers. They have the ability to condense complex mythological stornes into
single words that carry deep layers of meaning. Understanding their lexical and structural features
offers valuable insights into the dynamics of language and culture.

This study seeks to examine the lexical-structural features of mythonyms, focusing on how
they evolve, adapt, and function within contemporary language. Specifically, the study will analyze
the way mythonyms manifest in the lexicon and the underlying structures that govern their
transformation. By analyzing mythonyms, one can also explore their symbolic and metaphorical
meanings, tracing how they bridge the gap between mythological tales and real-world language
use.

Language 1= a living entity that continually evolves. The incorporation of mythological
references into modern language reflects the resilience and adaptability of cultural symbols. As
such, mythonyms often undergo shifts in meaning, form, and function. They may evoive from
proper names into general descriptors or metaphorical expressions. For instance, "Herculean™ may
originally have referred to the character Hercules but now denotes anything of great strength.
Similarly, "Pandora's box” has transcended its specific mythological reference to become
synonymous with any action that leads to unforeseen consequences.

In this context, the role of mythonyms extends beyond mere linguistic curiosity; they provide
a lens through which to examine the relationship between myth and language, the evolution of
words, and the persistence of cultural symbols in modern society. This research is informed by
both the structural properties of words and the broader cultural context in which they function. It is
important to note that mythonyms are not only lexical but also serve as symbols within various
discourses—literary, social, psychological, and political.

To provide a comprehensive analysis of mythonyms, the study employs a mixed-methods
approach. By combining qualitative analysis of mythological texts and modemn usage with
guantitative methods of corpus analysis, this study aims to reveal the structural and lexical patierns
of mythonyms across different genres and contexts. The following sections will review the relevant
literature on mythonyms and related concepts, outline the research methodology, present the
results, and engage in a discussion of the findings.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The study of mythonyms intersects with several fields, including linguistics, semiotics,
mythology, and literary studies. Mythonyms are integral to understanding the intersection of
mythological narratives and their linguistic counterparts, which has been the subject of
considerable academic inguiry. Previous research has highlighted the crucial role of myth in
shaping language, both at the level of vocabulary and in terms of cultural understanding.

A key contribution to the field comes from Jakobson's (1960) theories on the relationship
between language and mythology. He proposed that myths, like language, are structured
according to specific rules that influence how meaning is conveyed. In this light, mythonyms can be
seen as linguistic expressions that encapsulate these mythical structures. For example, ceriain
adjectives like "Achilles’ heel” or "Herculean" carry metaphoric connotations that invoke the
mythological background from which they originated. These expressions condense an entire
mythological narrative into a single linguistic umit that resonates with speakers and listeners alike.

In his work on lexical semantics, Fillmore (1982) discussed how metaphor and symbolic
meaning are central to understanding mythonyms. Mythonyms, according to Fillmore, operate not
just as names but as symbols that bring forth a network of associations tied to the original
mythological context. This symbolic nature is particularly evident in the use of mythonyms in
literature, where characters or places associated with mythological themes often evoke complex
meanings that extend beyond the immediate narrative. As scholars like Turner (1987) and Lakoff &
Johnson (1980) have argued, metaphorical thinking is an inherent part of human cognition, and
mythonyms serve as one of its manifestations.
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The structural features of mythonyms also warrant close attention. Various scholars have
examined how mythonyms function in different grammatical categories. Haiman (1980) suggested
that the transformation of mythological names into adjectives or verbs is one way in which
mythonyms interact with the broader linguistic system. This transformation often involves a shift
from a proper noun (e.q., "Hercules™) to an adjective {e.q., "Herculean"), allowing the mythological
reference to be used in broader contexts. The lexical flexability of mythonyms demonstrates their
adaptability and relevance across different linguistic contexis.

Moreover, mythonyms often display a remarkable consistency in thair use across
languages and cultures. These words, while shaped by specific cultural traditions, often transcend
linguistic boundaries. For example, the use of the word "Achilles’ heel" to denote vulnerability or
weakness appears in both English and other languages, including French and Spanish, despite the
fact that the original myth belongs to ancient Greek culture. This universality of mythological
symbols has led some scholars, such as Tumer (1987), to argue that mythonyms function as a
"universal language” of human experience, linking different cultures through shared mythic
structures.

In addition to these linguistic and structural analyses, mythonyms have been studied from
the perspective of their sociocultural impact. According to McHugh (1995), mythonyms can serve
as a reflection of cultural values and concerns. For instance, the widespread use of "Pandora's
box" in contemporary discourse reflects societal anxieties about the unforeseen consequences of
human actions, particularly in political or technological contexts. Similarly, mythonyms associated
with divine or heroic figures, like "Apollo” or "Achilles," are often used to convey idealized or
aspirational gualities, linking the individual to a larger cultural or mythic namrative.

The study of mythonyms offers a unigue lens through which to examine both the evolution
of language and the persistence of cultural myths. By exploring their lexical and structural features,
this research coninbutes to our understanding of how mythological references continue to shape
modern language, reflecting both historical continuity and cultural transformation.

METHODOLOGY

This research employs a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative and quantitative
methods to analyze the lexical and structural features of mythonyms. The qualtative analysis
involves an in-depth examination of the historical and literary contexts in which mythanyms appear,
focusing on their symbolic and metaphorical meanings. This is achieved through a review of
mythological texts. literary works, and contemporary media where mythonyms are frequently
employed. The guantitative aspect of the study involves the analysis of a corpus of mythonyms,
using a linguistic corpus iool to gquantify the frequency and structural vanation of mythonyms
across different languages and contexis.

The corpus includes mythonyms from classical mythology, modern literature, and everyday

language. The selection of mythonyms is based on their cultural significance and frequency of
usage. A range of mythonyms is chosen, including proper names (e.g., "Achilles"), adjectives (e.g.,
"Herculean"), and metaphorical expressions (e.g., "Pandora's box"). The research also explores
the evolution of mythonyms, tracing their origins and transformations over time.
Data iz collected from various sources, including mythological texts, classical literature,
contemporary fiction, and media such as film, television, and advertising. The analysis uses both
manual coding for gualitative interpretation and computational methods to identify patterns in the
usage of mythonyms.

RESULTS

The study reveals several key trends in the lexical and structural features of mythonyms.
The analysis of the corpus shows that mythonyms frequently shift between different grammatical
categories, particularly from proper names to adjectives or metaphorical expressions. For example,
the word "Hercules" initially refers to the Greek hero but has evolved into the adjective
"Herculean," denoting strength or heroism. Similarly, the mythonym "Pandora’s box" has become a
metaphor for a situation that leads to unforeseen and often uncontroliable consequences.

The frequency of mythonyms also vanes across genres. Mythonyms are most prevalent in
literary and rhetorical contexts, where their symbolic and metaphoncal meanings are highlighted. In
media and advertising, mythonyms often take on a

378 2024/ N6 l




ISSN 2181-1571 & https//journal.fdu.uz Ijtimoiy gumanitar fanlar

ADABIYOTSHUNOSLIK

DISCUSSION

The findings underscore the multifaceted nature of mythonyms, which serve not only as
linguistic units but also as carriers of cultural meaning. The structural flexibility of mythonyms
allows them to adapt to different contexts, while their metaphorical richness enables them to
convey complex ideas in a concise and evocative manner

The shift from proper names to adjectives or metaphors is one of the most striking features
of mythonyms. This process of transformation reflects the broader tendency of language to distill
complex narratives into simpler forms that retain their symbolic power. The widespread use of
mythonyms in contemporary media and advertising further illustrates their adaptability, as these
words are often employed to evoke sirong associations in the audience.

However, the study also highlights the limitations of mythonyms. While they retain their
symbolic power, their meanings can become diluted or misinterpreted when used out of context.
For example, the use of "Pandora's box" in popular culture may not always evoke the original
myth's themes of curiosity and unintended consequences, instead becoming a shorthand for any
problem or dilemma.

CONCLUSION

This study highlights the lexical and structural features of mythonyms, revealing their
significant role in shaping both language and culture. By examining how these words evolve and
adapt, we gain a deeper understanding of the relationship between mythological narratives and
linguistic practices. Mythonyms continue to be an important part of modern language, reflecting the
enduring power of myth and its ability to influence thought and expression. Further research could
explore the cognitive and psychological mechanisms underlying the use of mythonyms, as well as
their impact on cross-cultural communication.
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